


International Snow Science Workshop

This further supports that shoveling strategy and REFERENCES

manpower are the crux of all multiple burial

rescues—not beacon searching. Atkins, D. and Edgerly, B., Strategic Shoveling: The
Next Frontier in Companion Rescue. ISSW
Proceedings, 2006.

Edgerly, B., Bezubiak, I., Weselake, T., and Kuzma,
J., Shoveling Education at Work: Success Story on
Mt. Proctor, B.C. ISSW Proceedings, 2008.

Genswein, M. and Eide, R., V-Shaped Conveyor-
Belt Approach to Snow Transport. The Avalanche
Review. February 2008.

Jarry, F., Quand est-ce qu’on Creuse? Neige et
Avalanches. April 2008.

e K Stopper, D. and Mullen, J., How Common Are
Figure 6: For the victim to have a reasonable chance Multiple Burials? CISA-IKAR Proceedings, 2007.
of survival, there should be at least two shovelers for http://www.backcountryaccess.com/research.

each buried victim (Jarry, 2008).
5. CONCLUSION

The most recent 13 years of North American
avalanche statistics show that incidents
involving multiple victims with transceivers are
rare, especially in the non-guided, recreational
setting. “Special cases” where a special
technique or technology could come into play
are even less common. The greater issue is that
not enough recreational backcountry users own
avalanche beacons, shoveling manpower is
often very limited in recreational incidents and,
until recently,* avalanche educators have not
emphasized shoveling strategy and technique in
recreational courses. The fundamentals of
beacon searching, probing, shoveling, and
organizing a rescue should be taught and
mastered in recreational avalanche courses.
Special-case multiple burial techniques should
be addressed only at the professional level.

*Strategic shoveling” and the “V-shaped
conveyer method” are increasingly being taught
in recreational avalanche courses. A case study
from Fernie, B.C. shows that shoveling
education is beginning to show a positive
influence on survivability (Edgerly et. al., 2008).
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